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SUB J : FACILITATION OF ORIENTATION VISIT TO US BY 

SENIOR GOTT OFFICIALS FOR CIVIL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

PLANNING 

1. THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GOVERNMENT (GOTT) HAS 
OFFICIALLY REQUESTED THAT THE USG FACILITATE SPECIAL 
BRIEFINGS FOR TWO SENIOR GOTT OFFICIALS IN MID-JUNE 
REGARDING ORGANIZATION OF EMERGENCY UNITS TO RESPOND TO 
CIVIL DISASTER IN TIMES OF CRISIS. THE MINISTER 

OF NATIONAL SECURITY HAS ALSO SPOKEN PERSONALLY TO THE 
AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS INQUIRY 
WHICH MAY LEAD TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW CAPABILITY BY 
THE ARMY REGIMENT AND/OR POLICE TO RESPOND TO CIVIL 
EMERGENCIES IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

2. THE GOTT IS SENDING BRIGADIER J.C. H. SERRETTE, 

COMMANDER OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO DEFENSE FORCES, 
AND MR. L.J. RODRIGUEZ, A VERY SENIOR CAREER 
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TO THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY TO BOTH 
EUROPE AND THE US SEEKING INFORMATION TO ASSIST THE 
GOTT IN ORGANIZING AN EMERGENCY UNIT WHICH COULD 
RESPOND IN TIMES OF CRISIS TO MAINTAIN ESSENTIAL 
PUBLIC SERVICES IN SUCH SITUATIONS AS HURRICANE, 

FLOOD, EARTHQUAKE, ETC. OPERATIONS ENVISAGED WOULD 
INCLUDE MAINTAINING SUPPLIES OF POTABLE WATER, 

PROVIDING TEMPORARY SHELTER, MAINTAINING ORDER, 

OPENING COMMUNICATIONS, TEMPORARILY RESTORING ROADS 
AND BRIDGES TO TRAFFIC, AND SUPPLYING EMERGENCY 
FOOD RATIONS. 

3. THE ABOVE NAMED OFFICIALS WISH TO BE IN 
THE US BY THE SECOND WEEK OF JUNE. THEY HAVE 
ALREADY DEPARTED FOR EUROPE. IN ORDER TO ASSIST 
EMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN IN COORDINATING THEIR VISIT 
TO THE US, INFORMATION SHOULD BE CONVEYED TO MR. 
RODRIGUEZ VIA THE TRINIDAD HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON 
NO LATER THAN MAY 30 OUTLINING PROPOSED TRAVEL AND 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES FOR RODRIGUEZ 
AND SERRETTE. COORDINATION AND APPROVAL WILL BE 
REQUIRED WITH THE GOTT HERE AND THEREFORE EMBASSY 
REQUESTS DEPARTMENT FACILITATE AND ARRANGE APPROPRIATE 
PROPOSED ITINERARY AND APPOINTMENTS LASTING UP 

TO ONE WEEK IF REQUIRED, AND PROVIDE DETAILS 
OF PROPOSAL TO EMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN NO LATER 
THAN TUESDAY AM, MAY 27. 

4. GOTT IS PAYING ALL TRAVEL COSTS AND EXPENSES FOR 
SERRETTE AND RODRIGUEZ AND MERELY IS REQUESTING USG 
FACILITATE APPROPRIATE APPOINTMENTS. 

5. ON BASIS OF DISCUSSION WITH OFFICIALS HERE, WE 
ENVISAGE THAT TYPE OF APPOINTMENTS WHICH COULD BE 
MOST USEFUL WOULD INCLUDE NATIONAL GUARD HEADQUARTERS 
IN A SOUTHERN STATE (PERHAPS FLORIDA BECAUSE OF TROPICAL 
CONDITIONS OF EMERGENCY FOOD STORAGE AND HURRICANE 
EXPERIENCE), CORRESPONDING CIVIL DEFENSE OFFICE, AND 

A LOCAL NATIONAL GUARD UNIT WHICH HAS HAD REASONABLY 
RECENT ACTUAL EXPERIENCE IN RESPONDING TO A 
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CIVIL EMERGENCY (NOT A UNIT WHOSE PAPER PLANS ARE MUSTY 
WITH NON-USE). IN ANY CASE, OFFICIALS EMPHASIZED THAT 
THEY FELT IT IMPORTANT TO MEET WITH STATE OR LOCAL 
LEVEL ORGANIZATIONS IN WHICH THE SCALE OF 
ORGANIZATIONS OR RESOURCES WOULD NOT BE COMPLETELY 
OUT OF LINE WITH TRINIDADIAN PROSPECTS. THE GOTT 
DOES NOT HAVE LIMITLESS FUNDS FOR THIS PROPOSED 
PROJECT AND MAXIMUM VALUE MUST BE OBTAINED FOR EVERY 
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DOLLAR. THEY FEEL THAT TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT 
REQUIREMENTS MUST BE REASONABLE AND NOT LAVISH. 

6. WHILE THE REGIMENT HAS BEEN GENERATING PROPOSALS 
FOR SOME TIME FOR EITHER CIVIL EMERGENCY OR CIVIC 
ACTION UTILIZATION OF ITS PERSONNEL RESOURCES, 

THE PRESENT HIGH-LEVEL DISCUSSION MARKS A NEW 

PHASE AND WE BELIEVE A UNIQUELY IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY 

FOR THE USG TO ESTABLISH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP 

WITH TRINIDADIAN DEFENSE FORCES AND MINISTRY OF 

NATIONAL SECURITY AND ENABLE THEM TO PROFIT 

FROM OUR EXPERIENCE IN MEETING LEGITIMATE 

CIVIL EMERGENCY NEEDS. 

7. REQUEST URGENT COORDINATION AND RESPONSE. 

DEFATT, COLONEL ROACH, IS PRESENTLY IN PORT OF 
SPAIN AND CONCURS IN THIS MESSAGE. 

MILLER 
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